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So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
U.S. ARMY STAFF SERGEANT
ALEXANDER W. CONRAD

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, along with my Arizona col-
leagues, to honor the life and sacrifice
of U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Alexander
W. Conrad from Chandler, Arizona, who
was recently killed by indirect enemy
fire while in support of Operation Oc-
tave Shield in Somalia.

Sergeant Conrad served as a human
intelligence, noncommissioned officer
and was assigned to the 1st Battalion,
3rd Special Forces Group.

Sergeant Conrad’s decorated service
included two tours in Afghanistan in
support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. He was posthumously awarded
the Purple Heart and Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal.

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Conrad was
one of Arizona’s finest. He fought to
free the oppressed and to ensure that
all Americans live out their days in lib-
erty.

Please keep his family, friends, and
comrades in your prayers.

Mr. Speaker, I now ask that Members
please join me and my Arizona col-
leagues for a moment of silence to re-
member U.S. Army Staff Sergeant
Alexander W. Conrad.

———

WICHITA ADVANCED LEARNING
LIBRARY

(Mr. ESTES of Kansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to commemorate the grand
opening of the Wichita Advanced
Learning Library on June 16, 2018.
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The Wichita Advanced Learning Li-
brary has been a central project for
Kansas’ largest city since 2006.

After breaking ground on the project
2 years ago, it will be an honor to at-
tend the grand opening of the library
this Saturday.

The old library was built more than
50 years ago. At that time, there was
no such thing as a personal computer,
phones were simply used for making
phone calls, and Wichita had a popu-
lation of less than 250,000.

With the opening of the new library,
Wichita and the surrounding region
will now have a state-of-the-art facil-
ity ready to handle our growing popu-
lation and advances in digital tech-
nology.

These advances will provide students
with enrichment opportunities in all
areas, including STEM, which is in-
creasingly important for the workforce
of the future.

As a member of the Education and
the Workforce Committee, I under-
stand the importance of education, and
I am proud of the city of Wichita for
moving forward with the Advanced
Learning Library, allowing our stu-
dents and community members of all
ages to continue the pathway to a life-
time of learning.

RECOGNIZING APRIL VASSELL
AND NEVAEH PARKER

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the wonderful accomplish-
ments of two young women from my
district. April Vassell and Nevaeh
Parker were each selected to attend
the United Nations Foundation’s 2018
Women in Science, or WiSci, Girls
STEAM Camp in Namibia.

The camp will bring together 100 high
school girls from the African Continent
and the United States for a 2-week in-
tensive learning program.

This amazing camp is co-hosted by
the U.S. Department of State and pri-
vate partners. It brings girls together
to help close the gender gap in science,
technology, engineering, arts, and
mathematics.

April and Nevaeh will have the op-
portunity to enhance their STEAM
skills, grow as young leaders, and de-
velop relationships with their sisters
from Africa. These two young women
and the other campers have a lot to be
proud of.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing their achievements, their po-
tential, and success.

———
O 1645
TURKEY: FRIEND OR FOE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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